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Ruth Richardson, UK Delegation Leader

My organization was already looking to set up a Circles of Care
model in Bristol, where we employ one coordinator per district of
the city to connect lonely older people within their communities,
hoping this project will reduce isolation and provide older people
with better access to services such as a computer course or advice
on welfare benefits.

Having heard of a scheme in Japan whereby local utilities
companies keep a watch over isolated older people in their
neighborhoods, I have contacted one of the major suppliers in my
region in the hope of setting up a new befriending project with their
meter readers. The response has been positive so far and we hope to
develop this work in the future.

[ was much impressed by the focus placed on community in
Japan and the urge to enable older people to continue living in their
communities as long as possible. I am aware that 97% of older
people in the UK wish to remain living in their own homes. I will
keep in touch with my Japanese counterparts to discuss how we can
enable older people to do this.
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