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Enkhbold Uyanga (Mongolia)

First of all, | would like to express my earnest appreciation to the
Center for International Youth Exchange for providing an opportunity
of priceless experience and precious time with bright children of
Japan. | had a chance to teach about my country and culture according
to the topic of “International culture and Human rights education” as
a guest teacher at Fussa Dai 6 Elementary School. During the class |
was touched by how much the young kids were taught about different
cultures by their class teachers and yet, how enthusiastic their curious
minds still were.

At the beginning of the presentation all the students were shy
and quiet, but once, one or two outexpressing kids broke the ice with
a few interesting questions, everyone else, one after one, started
showering us -guest teachers- with unexpected intelligent questions.
At some point, | had to take a moment to think to give them well
articulated answer. At the end of the class, they still had more and
more questions, unfortunately, as it is said- guest teachers are meant
to leave.

| hope that | could contribute to vision to widen the children’
view towards the global world.
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Hasanthi Praharsha (Sri Lanka)

As the guest teacher at the International Understanding Education
Support Program in Ogawa, | did an introductory presentation on Sri
Lankan food, agriculture and Ayurvedha. It was a precious chance
for me to interact with some Japanese personalities. Besides, | could

introduce my country and its culture to them as well.
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Apart from the presentation, the organizers asked me to prepare a
Sri Lankan Dish for lunch. | thought of preparing a mixed-vegetable
curry using Sri Lankan curry powders. My idea was to introduce the
difference between Sri Lankan and Japanese curries. So, | made a list
of ingredients and Mr. Futoshi ordered them through Internet. During
the program, we all got together and prepared it with the vegetables
plucked from Mr. Futoshi’s vegetable garden. | noticed that everyone
worked together so happily without any discrimination. Most
importantly, they all experienced and enjoyed the Sri Lankan way
of eating by hand. During the presentation, | explained them how to
eat by hand using some pictures. Moreover, | mentioned about table
manners of eating by hand and the logic behind it.

After lunch, there was a fruitful discussion on ‘Job Satisfaction.’
I could broaden my knowledge about Japanese society and compare
and contrast it with my own culture too. Attending the program was
a great inspiration for me as well. Therefore, 1 would like to express
my sincere gratitude to everyone who offered me this wonderful
opportunity.
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