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Mr. Erik Loide (Estonia)

I was really lucky to be asked to give a small talk about Estonia
at the Nerima Second Elementary School, so | would like to thank
Center for International Youth Exchange for this opportunity to meet
new people and teach things.

I did some research by asking my Japanese friends and coworkers
about what they would like to know about another country. The
answers were simple: food, beautiful places of Estonia and cool
things people can see in the country. So | selected some nice pictures
and | was ready to go.

It was my first time in a real Japanese school and a long time
since the time when | was inside a school, all the drawings on the
walls, aquariums in the hallway etc. It was nostalgic. First we were
ushered into the teacher’s lounge and we waited for our escorts. My
escorts were two children, who really tried to speak English, and 1
was happy to oblige. My classroom was about 20 children. | talked
about it all in the presentation - my military service in Estonia, the
forests over there, my folk dancing days and so on.

The kids were really eager to know more about my country and
they asked many questions. | even taught them how to dance one of
the old dances Left-and-Right,” it went all right until we got to the
most difficult handshake part, but we pressed through. Finally we
played the hankerchief tossing game and they were so fast that | lost
miserably.

It was too bad I had so little time to spend with them, but the kids
were really happy to see an Estonian speaking Japanese. Maybe once
they grow up they will remember this day and come visit my country
and maybe even give a talk about Japan at an Estonian school as well!
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