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| would like to thank my IYEO friends for their
“love and prayers” to help Aceh after tsunami.
We hope after this tragedy, our friendship will
be stronger than ever.

And we also hope life in Aceh will get better
from time to time.

With lots of love, Mex and Wina
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Warmth of Rising Sun

The 17th Ship for World Youth program
Steven Handy, Canada

| traveled many places in Japan, and for two and a
half months | was surrounded and embraced by the
complexities and beauty of Japan; your history, culture,
customs, and nature.

| was amazed by the contrasts experienced in Japan.
There are huge modern cities and small country towns.
flashing neon lights and paper lanterns, toilets with
computers next to simple sguat toilets, shinkansen
trains and “ukai” fishermen, ringing cell phones and the
sound of wooden “geta.” | really like how the traditional
mixes with the modern.

| also experienced the magic of the Matsuri! In Kitakyushu
| participated in the Kokura Gion Taiko Matsuri with the

"Wai Wai” NTT Taiko team! | also saw an Eisa festival in
Okinawa, and in Kagoshima | watched hundreds of
people carry ‘mikoshi” through the streets and | saw the
Sogadon-no-Kasayaki festival

While traveling in Japan many people apologized to me
for not speaking good English! Native English speakers
often take it for granted that many people are
interested in learning this language. and because of
this interest communication is possible. | believe
everyone should feel proud of their hard work to learn
another language. and not feel bad about how well they
speak it. | should have worked harder to speak mare
Japanese, it is the one thing | regret.

So you can understand that my Japanese is bad, and
sometimes friends would laugh because | seemed to
know lots of not-so-useful words, like "amayadori” or
"butsudan.” There were moments when | was just one
of many tourists, but many times | had special
experiences because of my SWY friends. | hope to
return again to Japan.

Maybe you are wondering what | bought for a souvenir?

A pair of Jjika-tabi’ !
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