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Sean Stowers
National Leader of New Zealand Delegation

I consider myself very privileged to have led a
delegation of young New Zealand (NZ) Leaders to
Japan as part of the Young Core Leaders of Civil
Society Groups Development Program FY2008.

I was very impressed with the capacity and
capability that all delegates brought to their
The Not for Profit
sector will continue to develop if these leaders

respective fields of work.

are encouraged and continually developed to
demonstrate how the NPO sector can serve its local
communities.

Our first week in Japan was focused on the NPO
Management Forum in Tokyo while the second
week | was based in Miyazaki Prefecture with a
focus on the disability sector.

I was struck by the number of similar issues that
people with disabilities face whether in Japan, NZ,
UK or Germany e.g. lack of sustainable funding,
challenge to find volunteers, lack of public
awareness and acceptance of what people with
disabilities can contribute to their community.

While there are challenges there are some great
initiatives occurring as well. The agency SELP
MORI Corporation was a good example of a social
enterprise in action and it was heartening to see
that the Social Welfare Corporation Mahoroba
was led by a woman with a physical disability. For
people with disabilities to succeed and become
fully accepted into society it is critical that they
lead from the front — “Nothing about us without
us.”
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Miyazaki Prefecture is fortunate to have a local government very
committed to having a city that is accessible for all to use. Its Barrier

Free Policies are advanced and will serve future generations of people

well.

Miyazaki Prefecture is blessed with an abundance of seafood and
great local dishes. One learning from the numerous social events we

attended was that you can never out drink the Japanese when it comes

to Sake or Shochu!

I made a number of friends and contacts along the way that | hope
will continue into the future. I suspect I will gain more from some of
the informal networks developed through personal contacts on internet
sites such as Facebook as opposed to formal alumni networks.

I look forward to reciprocating the hospitality provided to the NZ
delegation for any future visiting groups or individuals and hope that
such exchanges/programmes continue to grow and develop.
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