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Fifty years have elapsed since the end of World
War II and the 21st century is approaching rapidly.
Learning from our history and with efforts of peace
loving people from different nations, we have
strived to ensure a world of peace and prosperity for
the future generations. However, there are still
challenges, such as regional conflicts, for the global
community to overcome. Therefore, we, the youth
have a responsibility as leaders of the future to
actively promote peace and prosperity.

The world’s progress of science and technology
and development of industries have contributed to
many facets of our lives. The world is shrinking
with the accelerated mobility of people and
expanding network of communications. Nontheless,
in each country, serious problems such as poverty,
pollution, drugs and crime have become more
prevelent in our societies than ever before and defy
easy solutions. Together, we must take on new
challenges that encompass social and economic
responsibilities on a more global scale.

Under these circumstances, the youth, who will
play important roles in the future, must assume

greater responsibilities.

Let us progress with hope for the future.

Our future depends on our thoughts and
actions. It is important for young people to have
hope for the future. This hope will in turn become a
driving force to create a better civilization. We
shall never forget the lively and impressionable

nature of young people. Failures should not detour
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us from making positive advancement and cherish-
ing our hope for the future.

Let us progress starting with our own
individual actions.

We live in countries not only with different
economic standards but also with different cultures.
Our roles in our society and families differ from one
person to another. Our tasks are widely diverse and
so are our approaches to cope with them.

However, each and every one of us is fully con-
vinced that demonstrating our own individualities
will allow us to develope a better community.

Let us progress by learning from our diversity
and collaborating with one another.

Cultural diversity is our strength. Inter-
cultural exchanges have a potential to enrich our
communication minimizes

own culture. Open

prejudice and disputes. We, the member of the
global community, would like to be more open-
minded to different cultures, thoughts and religions,
so that we can be imaginative, sympathetic and
flexible in understanding and respecting each other.

If we collaborate together, the diversity of our
social and economic lives will be vital for future
developement. We must all learn from each others
successes and failures; transferring invaluable
lessons into meaningful prosperity.

It is very significant on this occasion to
recognize that it is the youth who should take the
lead to make our progress toward the future.

Thank you very much.
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“Joshu Daiko” Shown in Austria

An ensemble of traditional Japa-
nese drummers from Yoshioka Town,

Kitagunma district, named “Joshu
Yoshioka Funao Daiko,” recently trav-
eled to, and took part in an event in
Salzburyg, Austria. As part of the 10th
Japanese Week in Europe the group
held live concerts and fascinated citi-
zens und travelers in the area with their
skilled playing of the waidaiko.

The event, “The Japan Week in Eu-
rope” has been held in various places
throughout Europe since 1986, The event
has been held to help improve relations
between Japan and the people of Eu-
rope. Through various activities such
as entertainment, music and sport
organizers have aimed to allow people

a better understanding of the respective
cultures of Japan and Europe.

At this year's event 3,000 people from
150 groups in Japan have demonstrated
various aspects of Japanese culture, The
events have included koto, wadaiko,
minyo and kimoneo. From those who
participated, there were two groups
representing Gunma prefecture. As well
as “Joshu Funao Daiko” there was a
kolo group from Macbashi.

“Joshu Funao Daiko,” was set up in
1991 and currently has 24 members.
Out of the 24, 14 went to the recent event
in Austria. Up until the overseas trip,
the group has performed much closer to
home, playing concerts for the disabled,
voung and elderly at nursing homes
and nursery schools throughout the
local arca.

Throughout the six davs of the event
in Austria the group played at sites
both indoors and outdoors. While play-
ing their pieces for the wadaiko, such
as “Funaodaki,” the audience were seen
to be enthralled by the music, At times
young children from the audience were
encouraged to take part and join in with
the drumming on the stage.
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