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Dorothea WUNSCH, German Delegation, Delegation Leader

Shiga Prefecture has a strong commitment to supporting and

piloting new initiatives for their young people. A framework and
youth policy is in place to support this development.

At Shiga-Pref. Youth Union we soon found a common understanding
that vouth group activities are the origin of youth development. The
discussion on how to motivate young people for voluntary activities, how
to keep them active and thercby guarantecing a sustainable youth work
with a primary voluntary workforce was very interesting, Personally |
wis very much lascinated by the work at the multicultural day care center
“Support House Minna-no-le™ and by the efforts being made o infegrate
children with foreign nationalities into community.

I was impressed by the diversity of NPO activities and the strong
commitment to voluntary engagement for community activities. It became
clear to me how important volunteering is in the NPO sector in Japan.
Moreowver, the program showed that many of the challenges and problems
we face are similar; the lack of financial resources, challenge to motivate
volunteers, networking among NPOs, partnership between NPOs and
government, participation
of youth in the decision

—_

making process, etc.

I will continue to use
the strong network of
participants from Japan,
UK. Finland and Germany
and further exchange ideas
then share best practice
from the different areas of
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